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To the very Worthy 


Mr. 7A MES ROBINSON, 
Capt. 70 HN SIL X, And 
Mr. THOMAS HARRISON 


The [ Again ] Good STEWARDS, 


AND GENEROUS 


REVIVERS 


OF THE 


Annual CHARITT-F EAST, 


F TA 


NATIVES of St. Botolp/ 


Without Aldgate, London; 
AND 
To the REST of our Beloved Countrymen, 


This plain Diſcourſe, Publiſh'd at their General Re- 
queſt, is moſt Humbly Dedicated, by their 


Aﬀectionate Brother, 


And Servant, 


B. PRATT, 
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PSA L. cxxxlll. 1, 


Behold | How Good and how Pleaſant 
it is, for Brethren to dwell together 
in Unity. 


HE Occaſion, very Worthy and Beloved 

Countrymen, of your this Day's Aſſem- 
, bling, being ſtill, for the Procurement, Pre- 

ſervation, and Promotion of mutual Friend- 
ſhip and Charity: And vom your generous Appear- 
ance for that Pious and Truly noble end, make theſe 
words of the Pſalmiſt, at this time, a peculiarly 
proper and agreeable Subject to Diſcourſe on. 
Indeed one can hardly help it. Such fincere Signs 
of Brotherly Love and Kindneſs between any People, 
being not only (in earneſt) as ſhall by and by be 
ſhewn, a good thing for themſelves : But ſo Pleaſant, 
for even others, and much more for thoſe, who are 
fo Happy to be immediately concern'd with them here- 
in ; to Contemplate and Obſerve, as common Na- 
ture is not well able to avoid, being greatly taken 
with. 

SO Good, and S O Pleaſaut is this, that for the 
Royal Prophet's part, he could not conſider it with- 
out a Joyous Rapture, nor ſpeak of it without a 
Note of Admiration ; without an Ecce ! Or, Behold ! 
—Bebold | -- (fays he) How Good, and how Pleaſant 
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The Excellency of the Duty of R eligious Unity 


The whole Pſalm, wherein are theſe words of 
the Text, is Inſcribed, Canticuũmm Excellentiſſimunt 
Davidis, one of the moſt Excellent of David's 
Pſalms. And really ſo it , both as to the atter; 
it being a Panegeric, or Hymn, in Praiſe of that In- 
comparable of all Graces, Unity or Charity ; and alſo 
as to the manner of it, or that Admirable Rhetoric 
wherewith *tis Adorn'd. The Incomparableneſs of 
this Grace, being firſt ſet forth by a Pithy and Pa- 


thetical Exclamation, in the words, Behold | How 


Good and hom Pleaſant it is, for Brethren to dwell 
together in Unity; and after Illuſtrated by ſeveral 
Elegant Similitudes, taken from the Precious Oint- 
ment on Aaror*s Head, and the fructifying Dew that 
falls on the Mountains : As in the following Verſes 
you may Read. 


In the Words of the Text, are Three things Con- 
ſiderable. | 


Firſt, The Perſons here ſpoken of, ¶ Brethren. 

Secondly, The Condition of them, [ Onity.] And 

Thirdly, The Excellency of this Condition: That it 
has in it, theſe Two great Things or Advantages, 
Profit and Pleaſure. 


1ſt, Profit. For *tis a Good or Beneficial Condi- 
tion: How Good it is | ſays David. 

2dly, Pleaſure. "Tis a pleaſant or lovely Condi- 
tion - Therefore how Pleaſant is it | (lays he) too. 
Yea, and both theſe, in no common Meaſure, but 
in an Extraordinary Degree, *tis Good and Pleaſant 
to Admiration. For Behold ! How Good and how 
_ Pleaſant it is, for Brethren to dwell together in Dy, 
| ac 


ES. ˙ Sov 2 


* 
. 


* 


4 
3 
45 


„ 


among Brethren; in Judgment and Afections- 3 


Each of theſe I ſhall beg leave to touch upon, 
with a word or two, particularly about your 
very Chriſtian Intent of this Day, as greatly con- 
ducing to this Unity or Charity, that I be not Im- 
perfect in my Diſcourſe, and but Briefly, that 1 
may not be tedions. And let my enſuing Matter, 
bear ſome proportion to your Extenſive Goodneſs, 
whoſe Capacious Bounds Include and Deſign, not 
only your own Inſtruction, (which it may ow 
ſeem you leaſt want in e Reſpect) but that of 
every one. 


I begin with the Firſt thing. The Perſons here I. 
ſpoken of, they are Brethren; which in the ſtrict- 
elt Seaſe, denotes thoſe that are Born of the ſame 
Parents. And between People of ſo near a Re- 
lation, an entire Union, as it appears peculiarly 
an Indiſpenſable Duty by the Law of God and 
Nature, 'tis a State of great Felicity for them- 
ſelves to enjoy, and a lovely Object Cas you all 
know) for every one to ſee. Proportionately 
great Pity it is, there's no more to be ſcen of 
it in many Families profeſling Humanity an 
Reaſon, yea, Honour and true Religion too 
but ſo we find, that the contrary was of carly 
Date: The World began with Diſſention among 
ſuch ; ſo that we Read of Cain, that he not only 
Hated, but Slew his Brother Abel. And Alas! 
Thus but too much it has continued ever ſince, 
even in the Houſes of many Good Men. As in 
that of Iſaac, Eſau, and Jacob; who, though Twins 
in Nature, ſtrugled together in the very Womb: 
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The Excellency of the Dut y of Religious Vnity 


Gen. 13. ?., 


A Prognoſtic of that Variance, which long after 
remained between them, through the One's Sup- 
y the other. The like is found in the 

Family of David ; Abſalom firſt Hated, then Slew 
his Brother Az-mor Such another Feud com- 
menc'd between Adonijah and Solomon, Two other 
of his Sons, Competitors for his Kingdom. [ 


might Inſtance in m any more, how there has 
not Cas there ſhould) have Reſided the dearelt 


Love with this near Alliance; inſomuch, that the 
Sacred Scripture gives us not One Inſtance of 
two own or natural Broth: ers, ſo intirely, accord- 
ing as Jonathan and this Royal P/almiſt, though 
of Two ſeveral Tribes. But our own Experi- 
ence is over-ſuftcient. Great is the Pity I ſay, 
becauſe, as to the Reaſon of the thing, if zhofe 
are not Friends in the moſt intire Agreement, 
who ſhould ? Are they not the ſame Fleſh ? And 
what, the meaneſt ſenſible Creature, ever yet 
Hated, was at Variance with, or Beſpiſed his 


own Fl, % The Argument therefore of IND 


to Lot, is very Equitable. Let there be no 
between we aid thee, for we are Brethren, of the 
neareſt Afﬀtinity, and therefore beyond any others, 


under the moſt juſt Obligation to Love and Con- 
cord, 


This, would ſuch at difference well bcthink 
themſelves of, with the Contents of the Text, 
the Goodneſs and Pleaſantneſs of Brethrens Dwel- 
ling together in Dyity (as immediately will be 
further laid) compar'd efpecially with the M;z- 


* 


among Brethren; in Judgment and Aſections. 5 


ſeries and Baſeneſt of Diſſentions among them, 
might be very Effectual: The Firſt, for Reftorivg + 
the other, for Advaucing their Tendereſt and 


Reciprocal Endearments. But, 


24ly, There are Brethren of a Society, or of 
the fame Occupation Such, who for the bet. 
ter, and more Univerſal Improvement and Ser— 
vice of one another, and of their main Buſi— 
neſſes and Employ, have joyned themſelves into 
one Body, and are (many of them) Legally 


Incorporated by the Royal Favour and Law of 


the Land ; or there are of the ſame Neighbour- 
hood, or eſpecially, Brethren Natives of the 
fame Country ; or ncarer yet, of the ſame Pariſh, 
who have ſo Engaged themſelves, for the mutual 
Encouragement of all good Offices among them. 
Under which obliging Character, WE E now 
(J faid) Appear — The Good and Pleaſure 
of Dnity among theſe, ſeems very Apparent, 
and already granted by the cauſe of their Eſtab- 
liſpment: And as *tis moſt Right and Fit, as 
the Vulgareſt Capacities are amply aſſur'd that 


ſo they ſhould agree, fo equally Unreaſonable, as 
well as Bad and Miſerable is it if they do not ; 


for then the end of their Undertaking, or deſign 
of their Conjunction, is Perverted and Overthrown. 
— But as to all this, the Obligation of Unity 


is further very ftroze, and ſpreads its ſelf in the 
next ſort of Brethren, For, 


B 2 24ly, 
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II. 


34ly, There are thoſe in a Spiritual, as well as 
Carnal, Secular Reſpect, Sons of the ſame Father, 
the Great G O D of Heaven and Earth, and 
Brethren of their Elder Brother Chriſt, the Savi- 
our of the World. Thus are every one preſent, 
and all other Chriſtians, Brethren to cach other: 
Of which fort, the Pſalmift here principally ſpeaks 
of Brethren in a Keligzovs Reſpet ; meaning 
peculiarly, the Fews in their Peaccable time, that 
Poſterity of Iſrael — Now T7 HJS is it, on 
which, as the Foundation of a, and foraſmuch 
as the Dcficiency of this latter Age, ſeems more 
eſpecially to make it follerable, I Chooſe at 
this Opportunity, a little to dwe//, Of Brethren of 


the ſame Religion, or profeſſing the Goſpel. of 


our Lord. 


And here, the Second thing in the Text, may 


molt properly take place, and be particularly 
Handled. 


The Condition of theſe Brethren, [ Unity] their 
dwelling together in Unity. A Grace, which is 
certainly, both the great Duty and Bleſſzng of 
A LL thoſe that are of the Chriſtian Faith, *Twas 
ſtrictly preſcribed to, and much practiced by the 
Jewe of Old, under the Lam; and to this very 
time, few are now fo firmly United in every 
Reſpect (generally ſpeaking) as are they: And 
how docs this Upbraid, and Shame the oppoſite 
practice among the Profeſſors of the Goſpel, and 


| kurther diſcover the deplorable Scandal of its 


not 


among Brethren; in Judgment and Affections. 


not being ſo among fellow Chriſtians, who at 
preſent are ſadly Divided in what they ought 
to be-Ore ! For this Union is Twofold, in Jude 
ment and 4ffedtions, 


In Judgment (Firſt). For Chriſtian. Brethren, 
are to-Dwell together in Unity of FJudement ; i. e. 
as far as je poſſible, they are to Judge alike, or 
to mind the ſame thing in Religion. A Duty of 
voſt Importance: on which, may Þ be permitted" 
more eſpecially to Iiſiſt, having never ſpoken 
to you before on this Point. Now, ſetting aſide 
the too near and grateing Obſervation, what 
Confuſions are the conſequents of the contrary ? 
How caſily and naturally provoking to Atheiſm, 
or apt to center in Sceptiſ”z, or Careleſsneſs, and 
Prophaning of Spiritual Concerns ? That we may 
not give the eat Offence, and for the moſt pre- 
vailing Confirmation of this Doctrine, let us w. 
confine our ſelves to the Hill and Mind of GOD, 
expreſſed in his Sacred Word; where, by his moſt 
Holy Dictates, we find it in ſeveral places plainly 
commanded us. As at Rom. 12. 16. That we” be 
like minded, or mind the ſame thing. So Phil. 1. 
27. That We ſtand faſt in one Spirit, and in one 
Mind, ſtriving together for the Faith of the Goſpel, 
So Chap. 2. 1. and 2. ver. to the ſame purpoſe, 
as a matter of the ſerionſeſt and weightic/* Concern, 
we. are moſt earmeſtly Enjoin'd and Beſecch'd, if 
there be any conſolation in Chriſt, any comfort of 
Lowe, any fellowſhip of the Spirit, any bowels or- 
mercies ; that we fulfil the Apoſtles Joy, and fo 
pleaſe 
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OOT—— 


Acts 4. 32. 


pleaſe GOD, by whoſe Gracious Influence he 


ſpoke : And wherein? What follows fo ſolemn a 
Preface ? But this, That ye be like minded, having 
the ſame Love, being of one accord, of one mind. 


I know not what can more be ſaid, by way of 


poſitive Precept, and molt moving Entreaty ; or 


what can carry with it more of Obligation, than 
do theſe Portions of Holy Writ, to this Duty of 
Like-mindedneſs, or Unity in our Minds and 
Judgment. Yet to theſe may be Added, the 
Example of the Holy Apoſtles, &c. So we are aſ- 
ſured of them, and the ultitude of Chriſtians 
with them, that al/ of them which believed, were of 
one Heart, and of one Mind. That was the State 
of the Apoſtolic beſt of Times ; which ſurely, in 
all Reaſon, and with the Higheſt Reſpect, ſhould 
be a Pattern to all ſucceeding Ages. Thus too 
the Goſpel begun in Union: By it its Foundation 
was laid; and certainly, it will not ſucceſsfully 
be carried on by Diviſſon and Diſcord. 


Of the Apoſtles themſelves (again) we Read it 
not once, but often mentioned, that they being 
Aſſembled together, were all of one accord ; 
as moſt eminently, in that Second Chapter of 
the Ade, iſt and 2d verſes, And when the Day 
of Pentecoſt was fully come, they | the Apoſtles] 
were all with one accord, in one place, i. e. with one 
Mind, as the Original word Imports. And THE N 
it was, when they were thas together, in ſuch 
Unity, THEN the Holy Ghoſt * on 

| them ; 
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For the 
Holy Spirit will dwell with thoſe who are joined 
together in Duity of Spirit, and that keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 


So that it evidently appears, both by Injun;or, 
and the practice of the Bleſſed Apoſtles, 'tis the 
Dutz ot Chriſtian Brethren, to be all of one 
mind, or at leaſt, to endeavorr as much as in 
them /ies, to be ſo. Thus preſſing forward to. 
Perfection herein, with the utmoſt of their Ability + 
Such is the Tenor of St. Paul's Exhortation ; 
Newerthel:ſs, whereunto we have attained, let us Pil. 3. 10. 
walk by the ſame Rule, and mind the ſame thing. 
He ſpeaks in the Verſe before, of being Perfect 
and Libte-minded ; and here he explains himſelf, 
as far as in this Life CAN be in them, 7. e. with 
the moſt In4nſtriows, and Onfeignedeſt, and Impar- 
tial Application and Search after Truth, let all 
endeavour to be Unanimous. And what that 
Great Saint Exhorts to about the indiſpenſeble 
Obligation of Peagceableneſs, that are they ſolli- Rom. 12. 8. 
citoully to ſtrive after, in the Duty of Like- 
mindednjs. If it be poſſible, and as much as in 
them lies, they are to be Like-minded ; z. e. they 
are not, as perhaps may be the unhappy uſe 
of ſome, to widen the Breaches in the Church, 
and think Salvation conſiſts in going off {ai 

Others 
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others in their Sentiments, but to endeavour a- 
mong themſelves, with all becoming Earneſtneſs, 
the Healine, and making them up: To be Re- 
concilers (what can be) and ſo be the Bleed 
makers of Peace. This is the abundant Happi- 
neſs the GO D of Truth hath promiſed to 
his Church, this Like-mindedneſs, or Unity of 
Judgment, if the People do not hinder it. Fer, 
30. 27. J will give them one heart, and one way. 
For -this then, let every one conſtantly pray, 
and take pains. So the Apoſtle teaches us to do in 
himſelf. Rom. 1 5. 5, 6. Now the GO D f Patience 
and Conſolation, grant you AL L to be like mind- 
ed, that you may A L L with one mind, and one 
mouth, gloriſie God, And to this he Exhorts us, 
which implies, it muſt be /abowred for. 1 Cor. 
1. 10. Now I beſeech you Brethren, by the name o 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye ſped: the ſame thing, 
that ye be ALL perfealy joined together in the 
fame mind, and the ſame Judgment. 


So very plain it is, that Unity herein, is a Daty 
of univerſal Neceſſity, as far as 7s attained, and 
fo be attained, And Oh / How Good, and how 
Pleaſant a thing would i be, to behold Chriſtiaze 
Brethren, every where thus dwelling together ! 
But, | 


Second ly, There is an Unity of Afetions, which 
is properly called Love, or Charity ; and though 
there be ſome doubt concerning the former, there 
is none of his, that they ought to Love one 


allo- 


among Brethren ; in Judgment and Affection. 1 1 


another ſo, as ever to be ready, to do each other 

all the good they can. He cannot be a Chriſtian, 

that denies or makes any doubt hereof. This be- 

ing our Bleſſed Saviour's New Commandment, which 

{ſtuck cloſeſt to his Heart all along; and even,when 

about to lay down his Life for our ſakes. St. 

John 13. 34. Yea, the very Badge and grand 
Cognizance that he gave of ſ/rcere Chriſtianity, 

or true Diſcipleſhip to him, ver. 35. By THIS 

(ſays he) hal all men know, that ye are my Diſ o Chap 16. 
ciples, if ye Love, or are Charitable, one to another. e 
By THIS! of which he was the Superlative Ex- 

emplar, in all his wonderous and exceeding In- 

ſtances of it, to oſt unworthy us! and which is 

fo frequently and pathetically Recommended to 

us by the Beloved St. 7ohn, &c. Agrecably, this Sce his Gene- 
was the early ſignal Character of his happy Pro- ral Epiltics. 
ſelytes in the Primitive Times, by which zhey were 
Gloriouſly diſtinguiſh'd from, and did far excel, 

all Mankind beſide. So that in St. Tertullian's 

Days, 'twas the Obſervation in every Bodies 

Mouth; Ecce ut Chriſtiani fe invicem amant I ut 

pro allso utro Mori parati ſunt. Look how theſe 
CHRISTIANS Love one another, that they 


are even ready to Dye for, and in cach others 
ſtcad! 


And yet theſe Times, there is ſome equivoca— 
ting or falſe dealing in fo plain a Caſe — "Tis 
granted indeed, that Chriſtian Brethren ſhould 
{well together thus in Love; but then the fallacy | 
lies iu the over-nice, and too narrow Ce” 6 
(. O 
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St. Mat. 3. 46, / 


47. 
St. Luke 6. 32. 


of the term of Chriſtian Brethren, which ſome 
confine to thoſe of their owx Party alone. They + 
will dwell in Accord and Love with their Bre- 
thren, and but with them, 7. e. only with thoſe 
of their own ſort ; and ſo this Affection in ther, 
is not ſo much Love, as Deſign — Tis inſtead of 
Union, 'tis Faction only —— Such People, [ the 
barely pretended Servants of our Bleſſed Saviour 
our Lord reproves, both in the higheſt Inſtances 
of HIS Affection (as we find in Scripture) to 
even Infidels and Foes, and allo in Words, where 
he declares that a Love of their kind, 1s no bet- 
ter than that of the veryeſt Publicans and Sinners. 
ye love them only that love you, what reward 
ave you > Or how are ye better ? Do not even 
THEY the ſame ? Yea, do not People of the 
worſt Combinations, ſo love each other, and are 
kind to thoſe of their own Herd ? 


Alas ! True Chriſtian Love, 1s a far more dif- 
fuſive Grace than all this, and ##s Object much 
Larger and more Comprehenfive. It extends its 
felf to ALL Chriſtians, as Brethren, and not 
barely to ſach a Company Indeed, I might 


ſay to all Mankind, to very Enemies, St. Matth. 
'5. 44. *Tis an Univerſal Phzlanthrophie, which 


has no ſtreighter Limits, or other, than thoſe of 
the whole World. So that the Apoſile ſays all with 


an excellent Diſtinction, where 'tis imply'd, that 


Cal. 6. 10. 


the approved Believer is thus good unto all Men, 
though eſpecially to thoſe who are of the Houſbold of 


1his 


Faith. 
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This then, is the Second ſort of Unity, that of 
the Affections, or univerſal hearty Love ; and 
this is the Condition of good Brethren in Chriſt 

They (at leaſt) conſtantly endeavorr to be owe 
in their Judgments ; and if perhaps they yet are 
not, they will be ſure to be ſo in Amity, and all 
its Charitable Effects. If they CAN, they will 
agree in their Minde: If they cannot, they will 
however) Love one another in their Hearts, 
and ſhew it on all Occaſions, by thoſe necdful 
creditable Actions to them, I have formerly Diſ- 
courſed on at large before you on the ſame An- 
niverſaries with this. Theſe are their Duties (I 
cannot yet too often ſay) nor are they more ſo 
than their Bleſſedneſs. Such Duties they are 
that if for them there were no other Reward, 


they are a mighty Recompenſe to themſelves. 
And that's the 


* 


Third thing, I have [ more ſpecially] but in few III. 
Words to conſider, even the excellency of the 
Condition of theſe Brethren, that thus dwell to- 
* in Unity, which is deſcribed and ſet off 


Iſt, The Profit or Benefit of it, to the Perſons 
concern'd therein. How GOOD it is for Bre- 
thren, th to dwell together in QOnizy, i. e. in 
their Judgment and Aﬀedtions too ; (for I ſhall 
join» both into one Conſideration, as I would 
fain have both go tagether.) And in this Reſpect, 
this Unity is compar'd by the P/almiſt in the 

C 2 Verſes 
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Verſes following the Text, to the Dew of Hermon 
that fell upon the hill of Zion : For as the Dew 
moiſtens and refreſhes the Earth, and makes it 
fruitful, ſo does this Unity among any Society, 
in all its moſt advantageous Conſequences of In- 
tereſt, and eſpecially among all that name the name 
of Chriſt, | as to their moſt Holy FAIT H.] For 
whereas, Diviſions in Sacred Affairs (as is too 


ſadly obvious to need proof) work very dreadz-. 


ful deſtructive Effects, by way of hindrance to 
the Propagation of the true Religion, &c. ac- 
cording to that Hell/iſh Maxim of the Jeſuits, 
Divide & impera ; or rather to that Axiom of 


$t.Yat.12.25. Our deareſt JESUS, A Kingdom, or City, or 


Houſe, divided againſt it ſelf, cannot ſland. This 
Unity cauſes thoſe that are planted in the Houſe 
of the Lord, to flouriſh in the Courts of the Houſe 
of our God : It makes Fruitful the Holy Church, 
and vaſtly tends to the Increaſe of its Sons and 
Daughters. Accordingly we Read in the moſt An- 
tient Records of the Firſt Ages of the Religion 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, that hrs then Converts, our 
moſt Illuſtrious Examples, being ever / diſpos'd, 
did not only wonderfully ftartle and ſweetly 
charm, but ſtrongly convince the very Infidels ! 

Not only Enamour the Heathen of them, ſo that 
many, their moſt violent Perſecutors were here- 
upon moved to ſpare them; but from furious Ad- 
verſaries grew Friends, and became their Captiv'd 
Proſelytes, and fo were added among the dayly 
multiplying number of ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. 
And thus the Unity the P/a/miif here Recom- 
mends 


— — —— — oo. it. —— 
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mends and Eytolls, will zom be as powerful with 
thoſe miſerable People that are Foreigners to, 


or have fell off from the Precepts and Doctrines 


of our Lord: For who would not willingty caſt 
in his Lot among ſo agreeable a Company, that 
take ſweet Connſel together, and walk in the houſe 
of God as Friends ? Unbelievers would embrace 
us in erouds, and be GL A D when we ſhould 


ſay unto them, Come, let us go up to the houſe of 


the Lord : To which we might well hope they 
would Anſwer, O OR Feet ¶ from henceforth | 
ſhall ſtand in T HY Gates, O Jeruſalem ! And 
why e But for that Jeruſalem is a City at ONITY 
with it ſelf, and THEREFORE thither go 
wp the Tribes, Pſal. 122. 1. 2, 3. 


And as to the Church, fo alike Beneficial is this 
happy condition (tis probable) to the State, as 
to the moſt laſting proſperity of every kind; ſo 
that according to that Prayer in our incomparable 
Liturgy, if all they that do confeſs G O D's holy 
Name, would agree in the truth of his Holy Word, 
we might juſtly expect they would live nniverſally, 
in full enjoyment of all thoſe valuable Effects 
of QOnity and godly Love. And how wnſpeakably 
comfortable would this be! How much defired and 
wanted among, and ſerviceable to us / 


But 24ly, This Unity is not only a good or pro- 
fitable, but 'tis a pleaſant or lovely thing too. Not 
only good for us to poſleſs it, but pleaſant alſo for 
our ſelves and others that behold it: And is EINE 

are 


— 
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Eccl. 7. 1. 


Rare and moſt Eſtimable, for Profir and Pleaſure, 
to go thus hand in hand ? Thus then, %s Unity 
for the pleaſure of it, is compar'd by the P/almi/t, 
to that Ointment wherewith Aaron was Arointed ; 
which was very pretious, and very Odoriteroully 
gratefil, as well as very diffuffoe ; for it deſcended 
from bis Head to his Beard, and to the very Skirts 
of his Garment. So this Onity among all Bre- 


thren is very Pretiows, not only as tis very ſcarce 


(that we wiſh it were not) but as being a Virtue 
of great worth for its utility and takingneſs, in 
the Eyes of GO D and every ſenſible Man. On 
that ſcore tis very grateful too, as are uſually 
pretious things; and herein like Aaron's Ointment 
(as it were) of a very fragrant ſmell; for it pro- 
cures a Good Name, which the Wiſe Man tells us, 
is a pretiows Oimment ; and like that of Devout 
Mary, it fills the whole Houſe, the whole Church, 
the whole Earth, where it is, with its Perfume 


and Repute. And as difuſtue is it — | ſo every 


way pleaſant it is] it runs down from the Head, 
i. e. the Sxperiors in the Society, or Body, or 
Church, to the Beard, yea, even to the Hem of 
the Cloathing ; i. e. to AL L, to the moſt Infe- 
rior Members thereof — Tis the very Life- 
blood and Nonuriſhment that thrivingly diſperſes 
it (elf, to every the minnteſt pot of the Commu- 
nity or Brotherhood in an Eccleſaſtical or Civil 


ſenſe ; or like the Light, that enlightens the 
whole Houle, and every corner of it. 


And 
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* 


And this general Benefit of Religious Unity, 
King David here ſets forth and Illuſtrates in both 
Metaphors. It is like the Dew of Hermon, and the 

Dew that fell on the hill of Zion (tor ſo it ſhould 
be always Read). Now Hermon and Zion were two 
far diſtant Hills or Mountains, Scituate at the two 
oppoſite ends of the Land of Canaan ; fo that 
the Unity here meant, is like the Dew that proſ- 
perouſly water'd both Hermon and Zion, i e. from 
Dan to Beerſheba, All over the Land of Canaan 
this Unity is an ineſtimable Happineſs, uviverſally 
commodious and pleaſing in every reſpect to 40 
the People of GO D-— SO Good and SO 
Pleaſant a thing it is / 


And this, even thoſe moſt guilty of Diflolving, 


or of not promoting this gencral Union in Sacred 


things, do thus far own, that every SeQ does ſo 
earneſtly defire, ſo ſtudiouſly maintain, and fo 
largely boaſt of it among their ſeparate Sclves. 
But how wnreaſonable my Brethren, in the mean 
while, appears the common practice in this Caſe ! 
For if Unity, by Peoples own confeſſion, be ſo de- 


ſirable, and to be commended in a ſmall and 


private (as it were) Party, why not fo too, and 
rather (then) univerſally among ALL that are 
Baptized ? And what fair Excuſe can be made, 
if Men will pleaſe to approve and labour for this 
Agreement in their own particular Societies and 
little Congregations, and yet at leaſt do not care 
to encourage it among the whole Church of GOD? 


*T was 
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'Twas never the Deen or Spirit of the Goſpel 
then,) we find, that Chriſtzaz Brethren, as if 
they were of ſeveral Religions, ſhould divide them- 


ſelves into ſeveral Parties: No! But that the ſame 


moſt Perfe& and Inviolable Concord,ſhould abound 
throughout the whole Multitude of thoſe that call 
themſelves by that Glorious Name. 


Our moſt Compaſſionate Saviour, when in that 
Solemmn Prayer for his Diſciples, he Imprecated that 
great Bleſſing of Unity I am now upon, [| and 


which that all the World may obtain, he will 


never be wanting on his part] that they may be 
one, as he and his Father are one. Did he Requeſt 
it for his Twelve Apoſtles alone ? No ! for he 
expreſly Adds, I pray not for theſe only, but for 
AL L them that ſhall believe on me throneh their 
word, that they AL L may be one. On this Re- 
markable Account, which let them moſt ſeriouſly 
coufeder and tremble at the dreadful Conſequences 
thereof, may likely fall on them who any way 
prevent it: That the World may belicve that .thou 
haſt ſent. me. St. John 17. 20, 21. 


So St. Paul, when he wrote to the Corinthians, 
was not ſatisficd [| it being not ſufficient ] that 
the Diſciples of even one APOSTLE held 
together in Onity, if they ſeparated from the 
Diſciples.of another. But he highly blames them, 
notwithſtanding that firi# Agreement that was be- 
tween each Party, cven THEREFORE, be- 
cauſe they were divided into SECTS, While 


One 


and Apoſtolic, and admirably free from the Exireams 
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one ſaid, In of Paul, another, I am of Apollot, 
another, I am of Cephas, and another, I am of 
Chriſt : And moſt earneſtly and paſſionately beſeeches 
them ALL [ by the Title of Brethren] in the 
name of (what ſhould be the moſt prevailing with 
every one of , which is ſo with even Heaven) 
the Lord FESUS CHRIST, that they would all 
ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no Diviſions 
among them : but that they be perſe@ly joined toge- 
ther in the ſame Charitable Mind, and in the ſame 
Judgment, 1 Cor. 1. 10. and following Verſes. 
And as St. Jude (ſpeaking in Relation to Infidels 
and their Converſion) carmeitly contending for the 
Faith once delivered to the Saints, ver the 3d of 
his General Epiſtle, 5 


Thus far your Patience has been Exercis'd, with 
the remembrance of who are the Brethren meant 
in the Text ; not only thoſe of Affinity according 
to the Fleſh, Born of the ſame Parents ; nor 
only thoſe of an Occupation, Society, or Neighbour- 
hood, or Fellow Natives of the ſame Country 
or Pariſh, though theſe ſhould be eſp:cially regar- 
ded by ws. But farther yet is Included, ALL 
People in general profeſſing the Religion of (Hriſt. 
Then concerning Unity, that here is underſtood, 
their being one | as much as poſſible] in Judgment and 
Affection; Oh ! that they were /o tor EVER Uni- 
ted in OUR moſt EXCE LLENT Communion, 
here as has been abundantly and frequently prov'd, 
and it fully appears ] the Faith and Government, 
and Worſhip of the Church are Holy, and Catholic, 


of 
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of Irreverence and Superſtition, and every thin; 
culpable, but what (at worſt is only mutter of In- 
differency, as thoſe Gentlemen that differ from ws, 
are pleaſed Ingernouſly to own. And I have ſhewn, 
wherein the Good and Pleaſure of this Unity 


conſiſts. 


Now as to the Begetting, Conſerving, and Aug- 
menting this Unity, and all its happy Charitable 
EfeFs among us (to Apply no further at zhis 
time) this cannot be where People come not at 
one another. No ! the way is rather by Oppor- 
tunities of Interview and Converſe ; eſpecially, 


when by free Aſſrenation and joint Conſent occa- 


ſion'd, whereby the good Preparation and ready 
Diſpoſure of the Temper is diſcover'd, and gives 
Encouragement. Then Aſſembling, fitting down, 
and refreſhing Peoples ſelves together of choice 
and willingly, are a mighty Advantage But 
more eſpecially, when the ſo doing is declar'd be- 
fore hand to be, and you meet the Invitation 
for that very end. Therefore Chriſtianly Socia- 
ble, and modeſt Repaſts (of this nature intended) 
are generally enconrag'd, as highly Beneficial to 
Fraternal Concord and Charity, Yea (truly) a 
good and pleaſavt gn thereof, and were uſed 
even among, the beſt of Religions People in the 
Primitive Times; and aptly called Agape, or 
Feaſts of Love or Charity, And ſuch is ours now, 
with the fame Intention præſignified and provi- 
ded, and with that excellent diſpoſition of Soul 
(1 hope) Approach'd, | 
ALL 
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ALL ht Good which will be done hereby on 
This Day, we muſt in Juſtice declare firſt owing 
to the Voluntary, Sollicitous, and Expenſive trou- 
ble of thoſe Generous Gentlemen among us, that 
have once more Revivd the Annual, Creditable 
Cuſtom hereof, and will ſtill labour wore to keep 
It up. Public hearty Thanks is their due, and 

t gladly we now pay it them; and to cach of 
YO next, for your ready Compliance with a 
Matter ſo Chriſftianly Landable and Charitable ; 
may you be fully Succeſsful, without any Iatcr- 
ruption or Diſappointment in the prefent purpoſe 
of it / May it Long continue in Honom to G0, 
and in ſingular Benefit to our Fellow-Natives ; an 
Ornament to our own, and a ſhining Preſident to 
Pariſhes abroad ! To this end, may you never 
want Perſons like, and worthy of your ſelves, of 
ſuch an Honourable Diſpoſition, as will gladly 
receive the Laurels for its ſupport, that [as much 
as this Aſſembling CAN do] here may be a 
Conſtant, Amicable, Chriſtian, Brotherly Correſ- 
pondence, Underſtanding and Agreement, kept up 
and enlarg'd among us : And that our indigent 
PFatherleſs, or our other needy Children in their 
turns, by your wonted Merciful Contributions, may 
be reſcued from the Milerics of Beggary, [as 
MANY of e'm have beer | 1nd by being prudently 
Bound Apprentices to good Trades, be put in an 
honeſt, thriving way of Living, and may Bleſs you 
for it. You will be pleaſed to remember your Charity to 
them, doubly at this time, being a Tear behind 
with them in this matter. 


1 


* 
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I cannot perſwade my ſelf, nor (I think verily) 


is there need, to preſs this part of the voſt pre- 


able of Virtues more upon kind, Natures, and 
which is for the Great Service (ſo very faithfully and 
wiſely it will be Manag'd)) of the 2 Objects 
among our ſelves, I having (beſides) very largely 
Entertain'd you on #his Topic before times, and 
Experienc'd your Liberality herein. 

But —— to go on in my beſt Wiſhes for you. 
In the /aft place, may you Reap the moſt Deſrreable 


and ana: {et Fruits of all this here, and Ever- 


laſting and Unutterable Affluence of Heavenly Joys 
at the Reſurrection and Remuneration of the Juſt, 


through jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


To whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
Three Perſons and but One GOD, be all Ho- 
nour and Glory, to Ages without end, AMEN. 

NN 


g's Wr 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Frattice of Quietneſs, Directing a Chriſtian, how to Live 
; Quietly in this Troubleſome World. By the Reverend Father in 
God, Dr. George Webb, Lord biſhop of Lim rick in Ireland; with his 
Life, and Additional Prayers for Peace and Quiet. 
FO UR ſhort Ditcourſes from the Conſideration of the ETERNITY 
of the Soul, the 8:dy, Heaven and Hell. Written Originally in Italian, 
by John Baptiſt Manni; Newly Reviſed witha POSTSCRIPT, By 
the Author of this Sermon. The Second Edition. 

The excecding Reaſonableneſs, of Conſtantly- and Devontly frequent- 
ing the DAYLY Prayers of the Church, and of always, and worthily, 
Receiving the Bleſed Sacrament of the Supper of our Lord; where theſe 
great Benefits may be enjoy'd, c. By the ſame author. 


Theſe Three Printed for Tho. Davis, ia Red-Lyon-Street, in White- 
Chappel. 
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